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Field Research on Life Support System for Disabled Victims
in Earthquake Stricken Areas in Nepal

Kurumi Saito +  Masayuki Nishida

Abstract: This is the report on International Collaborative Research Project of Japan College
of Social Work. Our research team has conducted surveys in Asian disaster-stricken areas
focusing on the situations of disabled persons. During March 17th — 25th, 2017, we visited
the earthquake stricken areas in Nepal where a major earthquake occurred on 12 May 2015 at
12:50 pm local time. We visited the schools and institutions of disabled children/adults and
conducted interviews. Disabled persons were protected by teachers and staff members. There
were donations from neighborhood. We also interviewed one of Katmandu citizens. The huge
pole, Dharahara, fell down and 1200 visitors were killed. Unexpected disaster caused panic
among people and domestic and ownerless animals, since they had little transmission of disaster
experience. There was little public support, while close bonds of community worked to some
extent. There were quite a few of temporary residents in search of work and school education.
They lost contact with family in their hometown and they had no right to obtain supplies.
After the earthquake, they were affected by economic crisis and infrastructures were seriously
damaged, which have not settled yet.
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