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An overview of institutions and policies for “End-of-life
support” in a super-aged and death-burdened society:
Through international comparison

Atsuko Shiraishi

Abstract: This study defines “end-of-life support” as carrying out the
necessary business of the dying, such as medical care, nursing care, funeral,
and burial and aimed to make an international comparison of institutions and
policies for “end-of-life support” and to clarify the direction of institutions and
policies for “end-of-life support” in a super-aged and death-burdened society.

The results of the review of institutions and policies concerning “end-
of-life support” show that in other countries, support and services for
individuals facing death and their families are clearly defined, legislated,
and institutionalized, but in Japan, discussions and deliberations have not
progressed, and support and services are not fully in place.

In a super-aged and death-burdened society, there is a need for institutions
and services that support senior citizens to self-determination and respect the
wishes in “end-of-life support,” institutions and services that directly support
families who provide “end-of-life support,” and “institutions and policies
that can directly support senior citizens, families, and others, seamlessly and
without interruption before and after death,” which encompass these.

Key Words: “end-of-life support” , institutions and policies, a super-aged and
death-burdened society, through international comparison
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