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Trial Course and Issues in the Lawsuit for State
Compensation for Psychiatric Care

Ryuta Furuya

Abstract: In September 2020, a lawsuit for state compensation for psychiatric
treatment was filed. The plaintiff is patient with mental illnesses who have
been hospitalized for a cumulative total of 44 years, and this is the first lawsuit
in Japan to challenge the history and state of mental healthcare policy with the
government as the defendant. The complaint alleges that the current Mental
Health and Welfare Law is unconstitutional as well as the long-standing mental
healthcare policy, and holds the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare and the
Diet responsible for their inaction. The defendant national government denies
the plaintiffs’ allegations and has responded with a full-fledged fight, asking
the court to dismiss the lawsuit. This article will summarize the problems with
psychiatric care in this country by introducing the Study Group for Litigation of
State Claims for Psychiatric Compensation, which has been preparing for the
lawsuit, and the plaintiff patient, and by describing the progress report of the
ongoing lawsuit.

Key Words: Psychiatric care, lawsuits for state compensation, mental
health welfare law, hospitalization for medical care, Long-term social
admissions
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