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Making of Nation-State and Affirmative Relief
Focusing on the Rejection of the Poor Relief Bill of 1890

Tsutomu Kitaba

Abstract: The Poor Relief Bill of 1890 was the first bill submitted by the government to the first
Diet. However the bill was regrettably voted down in The House of Representative. This paper aims
to clarify the context of that rejection through investigating the proceedings of the Diet and analyzing
the regional structure in the Meiji era.

The government would oblige relief work to be the responsibility of local government for making it
more autonomous.

Nine members of the deliberative council divided into two groups, one required alteration, the other
demanded rejection. Plenary meeting of The House of Representative ultimately passed a vote of
discontinuing the deliberation of the bill.

There was a little distinction between both groups: whether resuming the existing remedy deficient
or not, and recognizing the necessity of a new law to integrate the existing remedy or not. Both groups
mutually opposed helping sufferer in plague or danger, and being interfered in the way of own relief
and charities by the government. That is, both groups had a lot of commonality.

A lot of member of The House of Representative had belonged in the propertied class, and they
had played a leading role in the community before the synoecism on 1889. Accordingly, they had
feared about increasing burden of themselves, and had felt uneasy about widening of interregional
disequilibrium.

Key words: the Poor Relief Bill of 1890, the Member of the House of Representative, the
Propertied Class
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