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Field Research on Life Support System for Disabled Victims
in Disaster- Stricken Areas in Asia --- Case of the Typhoon
Haiyan's Victims in Leyte Island, Philippines

Kurumi Saito -+ Masayuki Nishida

Abstract: According to the major surveys, the mortality rate of disabled persons, during and
after the Great East Japan Earthquake, is more than twice as high as that of non-disabled persons;
the highest was hearing impaired persons. To answer the question whether this is a universal
phenomenon or not, we conducted surveys in Asian disaster-stricken areas, building the network of
disabled persons, and having college students including deaf students experience the communication
barriers against foreigners. This is the report on the survey of hearing impaired, blind and physically
disabled persons at Leyte which was affected by typhoon Yolanda in November 2013. The results
indicate that they could hardly grasp the situation of disabled persons and international organizations
including those of disabled persons made the new lists of the disabled persons in shelters. It became
clear that disabled persons received little public support, and had difficulties in communication and
in obtaining jobs. However, cooperation of the organizations of disabled persons, especially deaf
schools and community, were functioning well. The problem is that, since they are supposed to be
taken care of by families and relatives, which deprives of their sense of independence.
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