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Content Analysis of Leper Confessions (1923)

Takashi Goto

Abstract: This paper deals with Leper Confessions (1923) by the Sanitary Bureau of the
Home Department of the Imperial Japanese government. Historical Survey of the related
laws, regulations and researches clarifies Leper Confessions has a polemical point concerning
‘isolation policy’ or ‘free medical treatment areas’. Content Analysis of 106 leper confessions
leads to discover the fact that they had freedom to express a spectrum of opinions and feelings:
death ideation, hardships of life, institutionalization life improvements, self-government,
relieved feeling. This expression of freedom is contrary to the grotesque castration, abortion,
captivity derived from isolation policy.
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