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Examining the Transition System for Persons with Disabilities:
from Education to Employment

Miki Oda

Abstract: Germany and Japan ratified the “‘UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities’ in 2009 and 2014, respectively. An important theme of the disability policy is the
employment of persons with disabilities.

This study clarifies the transition system from education of persons with disabilities to their
employment in Japan and Germany. The focus is on the employment policy of persons with
disabilities and the special needs education policy. First, the official documents of the Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) in Japan are analysed. Subsequently, a description of a
federal initiative program and support system regarding the transition from school to training
and employment in North Rhine-Westphalia is provided. Finally, one common point and several
differences between Japan and Germany are specified.

Key Words: disability employment policy, special needs education policy, cooperation,
comparative study of Japan and Germany
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