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Service Learning Program Focusing on Asian Social Work
--- toward training of Asian International Social Workers

Kurumi Saito + Masayuki Nishida

Abstract: This is the report of the service learning program focusing on Asian social work
conducted in Japan College of Social Work during Aug. 8th — 18th 2015. Seven students
participated in the program under supervision of three professors and with support of professors
and students of Department of Social Work, Thammasat University, Thailand. The party
visited Lampang campus of Thammasat University, a home for the aged, the college for the
aged, a home for HIV orphan, an institution of former patients of Hansen’s disease, an NPO for
minority races and institutions for handicapped people/children, taking the lectures, teaching
Japanese, and discussing poverty, aging and disabilities. Before the program, the students
tended to regard Japanese support activities in Asia as imposition or arrogance, but they became
conscious of the value of mutual cooperation, as encountering some Japanese who work for
Thai institutions and organizations. The students were keeping on studying Thai welfare and
international cooperation in Asia, and finally presented the results at Social Welfare Society,
Japan College of Social Work.
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