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Analysis of NHK Documentaries about the Omuta City
in the Fukuoka Prefecture

Miki Oda

Abstract: The Miike coal mine was once the largest coal mine in Japan, and it was located in
the area extending from Omuta in the Fukuoka Prefecture to Arao in the Kumamoto Prefecture.
The coal mine was closed down in March 1997. However, the histories of the Miike coal mine
and Omuta are inseparable. On 1 March 2017 Omuta celebrated its 100th anniversary as a city.
As of 1 September 2017, Omuta’s population stood at 116971, and the ageing rate was 35.3%.
Omuta is attracting nationwide attention once again, which a result of the efforts undertaken in
the community to support people diagnosed with dementia. From 2005, the efforts to support
these people were broadcast by the NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation), which contributed
to the city’s popularity. In this paper, I seek to analyse the intersections between the histories of
Omuta and the Miike coal mine by examining the NHK archives and its television documentary.
I also mentioned the significance of the TV documentary in this context.
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