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A Comparative Study of the Satomago Activity in Japan
and the Foster Grandparent Program in the United States
Masaki Nagashima

Abstract: The Satomago Activity is a type of intergenerational program in which elderly and
child have continuous interpersonal interaction on a one-to-one basis. This type of activity has
already been done in Japan in 1969.

A similar program in the United States is the Foster Grandparent Program (FGP). Since 1965,
the US federal government has conducted the FGP as a volunteer program.

This study compared the backgrounds of these programs, the characteristics of their activities,
and their activities’ contents to ascertain their differences and similarities.

The Satomago Activity and FGP are intended to decrease individual or social problems through
increased interaction between members of different generations. The fact that these relationships
between elders and children are fictional kinships is interesting.

Key Words: intergenerational relationships , fictive kinship, paid volunteer work
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