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Service learning at Disaster Areas as Liberal Arts Education

Kurumi Saito « Mikio Hishinuma

Abstract: This report describes the service learning programs which we conducted in the
academic year 2017 at Kesennuma which suffered from the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Kumamoto which suffered from the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake and the 2017 heavy
rain disaster. Through these service learning, the students came to have confidence, were
motivated to study themselves, enhanced general ability and gained the sense of citizenship. It
is noteworthy that more than half of the members who went to Kumamoto were students with
physical or hearing impairment, which made the session rich with diversity. As UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) states, the students were “facilitating peer
support and mentoring”(art.24) and they promoted “positive perceptions” and “recognition of
...their contributions to the workplace”(art.8). That kind of diversity is also the core concept of
liberal arts.
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