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Hojo Tamio as an Outsider Artist:
The Hereticizing Gaze

Robert Ono

Abstract: This paper re-evaluates the emergence of the so-called "leprosy literature" as
a precursor to the thriving of outsider art in Japan. In the past studies on Hjo Tamio, the
central figure of leprosy literature, the irrepressible impact of the author's life situation on the
evaluation of his works has been suggested repeatedly; but no particular attention has been
paid to the discourse behind such an attitude, and its possible effects on the evaluation of the
text. Along with the stories, diary entries, and essays written by Hoj0, this paper will take into
consideration the texts by Kawabata Yasunari, his mentor, and other contemporary writers who
submitted their opinions on magazines and newspapers, in order to clarify that many of them
have viewed Hojo as "peculiar," a sentiment fueled by what we could call the "hereticizing
gaze." It is important to point out that such an attitude is almost identical to that welcomed
Yamashita Kiyoshi and other outsider artists, who appeared on the scene after H5jo's death.

Key Words: Hojo Tamio, leprosy literature, gaze, outsider art, Yamashita Kiyoshi
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