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The Debate about Poverty in Germany:in the period from 2017 to 2019
Miki Oda

Abstract: In Germany, labor market reforms (Hartz reforms, i.e. Hartz I-IV) were implemented
in the 2000s. These were then gradually put into practice. The measures of Hartz IV were
implemented on January 1, 2005. This brought together the former unemployment benefits
for long-term unemployed and the social assistance benefits. 15 years have passed since this
enforcement. Furthermore, the fourth Merkel cabinet continues until the federal election in 2021.
Examining the current debate on poverty and inequality is the basis for understanding the future
situation in Germany. In other words, the purpose of this paper is to clarify the current situation of
poverty and inequality issues through the analysis of poverty discussions in Germany from 2017
to 2019 and the analysis of federal policy trends.
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