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The Recognition of Boundary for Child Discipline and Child Abuse :
Following the Present Situations of Disciplinary behavior in French
Shoko Kato +  Takashi Fujioka

Abstract: The purpose of this research is to clarify the factors related to discipline and child
abuse to construct a caregiver support program to prevent child abuse. This article reviews the
boundary of discipline and child abuse in Japan. Then a semi-structured interview was conducted
with professionals who are working in France, where the corporal punishment prohibition law
was enforced in 2018, and content analysis was conducted.

From the results of the content analysis, eight elements related to discipline and child abuse have
been clarified, and critical viewpoints of supporting caregivers were extracted. The findings are
as follows: including the acquisition of discipline method, a supporter from experts and difficulty
in discriminating discipline and child abuse, and more. For supporting caregivers, it is necessary
to show how to raise children, including specific discipline skills, and offering support from
experts. The result of the study leads the hypothesis of the process of disciple and the factors that
supporters should be considered.

Key Words : discipline, child abuse and neglect, supporting caregivers
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