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The scope of the “theory of research methodology
on the history of facilities”

Kentaro Tominaga

Abstract: The study aims to clarify the scope of the “theory of research methodology on the
history of facilities” proposed by Yuji Tsumagari, a leader in historical research on disabilities
to contribute to the development of research on the history of social welfare.

The study finds that Tsumagari’s theory of research methodology systematized the following
three perspectives: (1) unified histories of school education and social welfare facilities, (2)
mental retardation as a social issue, and (3) historical and empirical perspectives on mental
retardation using historical materials (especially primary materials). These viewpoints were
suggested by his teacher, Yutaka Sugita of Tokyo University of Education, and inevitably led
him to examine facilities. Furthermore, this research methodology was evidently formulated,
along with the views (issue awareness) of Yutaka Sugita, through participation in the
compilation of A 100-Year History of Tokyo Alms House (youikuin) led by Yasuko Ichibangase.
Key Words: Yuji Tsumagari, the history of facilities, theory on historical materials, mental
retardation, a social issue
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