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Social Work Education in High Schools: Promise and
Problems in Cooperative Programs Linking High Schools
and Universities in Depopulating Rural Areas

Masahiro Tamura * Yuiko Koguchi-Ames

Abstract: High school social work education is in crisis in depopulating rural areas in Japan.
Rural high schools strive to support their local communities while negotiating extreme challenges,
among which the foremost is a rapidly decreasing student-age population accompanied by escalating
needs for social workers to care for the elderly who remain. This interview study illustrates specific
challenges that these high schools face as well as making suggestions regarding areas in which
colleges and universities can collaborate to help the current, adversarial situation.

Keywords: Depopulation, Social Work Education in High Schools, Career Education
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